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GENDER, WORK, AND CHANGE
AMONG SAMBURU PASTORALISTS
OF NORTHERN KENYA

Bilinda Straight

INTRODUCTION

Within gender studies and anthropology, a number of authors have suggested that
the colonial process and postcolonial capitalism—and, more specifically in the
case of developing countries, the increasing importance of cash-based econo-
mies—have translated into additional labor burdens for women and their increas-
ing dependence upon men.! Some authors have also suggested that such changes
have not only widened the gaps between rich and poor, but that the resulting eco-
nomic differentiation has increased differences (e.g., in labor burdens, prestige)
among women within the same society (Stoler 1977, Talle 1988, Ensminger
1987). More recent studies have added several nuances to this assertion by exam-
ining women as active partners in processes of social change and by seeking to
address the ways in which gender and other forms of cultural meaning have them-
selves transformed over time and in different situations (Guyer 1991, Warren &
Bourque 1991, Wolf 1992, Safa 1995, Mills 1997).2 What many of the more recent
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